A LOOK INTO A CRYSTAL BALL
Have you taken the time to drive around our commnity of Lakewood?
Have you taken the time to evaluate the facilitles that are here?

Have you taken the interest to look at a map and see what the future holds for
your children ond mine? If you have done these things then you ara & good
Lakewoodite. Then you have evalunted the beautiful prospects for us all as
citizens of & medern commumity.

If we wers able to look into a crystal ball end see our community ten years
from now I am sure & lot of people would not be so hasty in the decisioms that they
are making today on the future of our commmnity, I would imagine it will look
something like this: A1l the Parkways entering inte Lakewood will have trees and
ghrubs lining the boulevards and the comment by the passersby will be "What a
beautiful plece.” Our Parks will be well developed and every day we will see our
ehildren playing ball end other sporta In these parks., Our business center will be
the most outstanding example of modern thinking, with all the parking fecilities
thet i8 so necessary to the modern generation when they go shopping. In every
neighborhood thera will be & local shopping district for the convenience of the
housewives. We will not see these vacant cormers around the community. Trees will
lins the strests of our commmity, giving the added touch of friendlinass to our
homes and neighborhoods. Yes, the futurs of Lekewood is beautiful if a person will
take the tims to evaluste it today. It will be a pommnity without slums, without
slcid=rows, without the bar hangouts that create the erime problems of the other
sommunities our sise, our children will have the propar environment in which to be-
come good American citizems. It can be said that Lakewood has the opportunity te
have & Utopia of commumnity living. Through e united people who are interssted in
the future of Lakewood, we can make this Utopia not Just a poesibility, but a
reality, In our every day life we should point this out to our friends and neigh-
boras. It iz unfortunate that a fev individuals have placed the welfare of our com-
mmity in jecpardy by these divide and conquer moves. I{ the desire of the people
are to be the dstermined then the people of our community should have & voice in 1its
futurs sll at the seme time. It meems thst the proponents of annexation are not
willing to do this or when they sent in their petitions they would havs get up
boundaries which ineluded mll of Lakewood not just a section. Lakewood is one of
the most unigue commmities in the world. It is the finest planned residentie] com-
munity ever built. The best planning specinliste in the country wers amployed to
lay out the business, park, school and residentinl distritution for the best inter-
gst of the pecple of Lelewood. We must not let our future be darkensd by unfounded
mumers of those who are sdvoeating armexation., Ask yourself vhat you as an individ-
ual can gain by snnexation to Long Beach. Ya Tesl confident that if you analyse
the picture of Lakewood, you will reach the same conclusion that we have. There is
no need to muke m decision that we cammot later rescind if it is not in the best
interest of ihe commmity. Lakewood problems will never be solved by anyone out-
side of Lekswood. We must alvays solve our own and we can best do this by remaining
s unified community. Let's all work to see that the principals of democracy ars not
neglacted here. All of Lakowood ls involved go let's dig in end stop this plece-
meal annexsticn of our commmity. It requires a lot of work by all of us. Do you
want to maintain the wnity of your commnity? If so, contact
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EACTS YOU SHOULD ENOMW ON ANMMEXATION

Questions end Anewvers
Who wants annoxstion®? Why?

A few individuals of cur commmity of 105,000 population, and some Long Beach
City emplovess appesr to be behind this movement. Approximately 275 Lekewood
residents have asked for amnexaticn by filing petitione with the Long Beach
Gity Council, Amnexation of Leitewood ie an irvestment thet would pay off for
Long Beach 4in a fow short years. Lakewcod ls a new cormunity and would require
a minimm of tex dollars for raintenance. According to the study mede by John
Sudd Wentz, former aseistant to Sam Vickers, Long Beach would get $798,823.00
a year from Lalkewood, based on £1.00 per $100 nssessed voluation, and at the
current Long Deach rate of £1.10 sbout 10 more.

Who opposes ennexatlion?

Practieally all ciwvic organisations that were and are formed for the welfare of
the people of Lakewood, such ns: Clismber of Commerce, Junior Chapbar of Com-
merce, Lakewood Taxpayers' Assceistion. A1l people who belisve in Lakewood and
want to preserve the idemtity of the community. People who settled in Lakewood
becunse it was a modern and young commmity unteinted by the political tles and
complagency of older eities, Feople who bellevs In the future of Lakewood and
that Lakeweod!s problems cmn cnly be solved by Lakewood people and not by annex-
ing to the City of Long Beach. The people opposing annexatlon are sll velunteers
mogt of them small property owrers and your neighbors who are intereated in pre-
serving Lakewood as a commmity and have taken their own time to agsimilate these
facts.

1. Schools
Q. Are the schools, Long Besch City Schools? Who paye for them?

A, The ochoole are state governed, county administered and 1locally supervised
ander unified school distriets, The districts are not confined to any city
boundaries. 'ho Long Beach Unified School Distriet is made up of the Clty
of Signel Hi1l, Avalcn, Long Eeach and Lakeweod. The diotrict is a separ-
ate povernmental entity and is mot controlled by the City of Long Beach.
Everyone within the district pays the same tax rete for schoola. This is
paid on tho county tax bill. Everyone within the district has an equal
right to elect the administratera of the district. Any bonds issued for
puilding schoesls in the district, must he against the entire district and
we g1l must vote for them and pay them back. Mmexatlon to Long Beach would
not affect tho school distriet in mmy woy. The tax rate will be the sams
for the entire district. Ammexation will not result in more schools for
the district. 1f more schools are nesded, mll of us within the digtrict
will decide this.

2. Taxes.

0. Would we save money on taxes by annexation to Long Deach?



A.

Regardless of what you have besn told it will probably cost you more dollars
in taxes if we are amnexad to Long Beach. Long Beach assesses property 10%
higher than the County as sn average, add this to the fact that many of the
special assessment districte will remain even if Lakowood were to annex,
such as; County Flood Control, Southeast Mosguito Abatement, Lakewood Park,
Recreetion and Parlwmy District, and also Sewer and Lighting Distriets if
the whole area s not snnexed. It 1s estimated that the average saving by
not annexing and eteying as Lakewood would vary from $6.00 to U20.00, depen-
ding upon the number of services being supplied in your area.

Teke for sxample, the Tax Code Ares 3131, Lakewood City, Tract 13000

Lakswood Long Beach
L.A. County General Fund $1.6306 #1,5306
Unified School District 2.6996 2.6596
L.A. County Flood Control L1893 .1893
County Sanitation «A1T34 1734
Southeast Mosquito Abatemeant .0183 .0183
Road District L0340 none
County Free Library 0673 none
Consplidated Fire District 9960 none
Mayfair Garbage Disposal .1328 none
Lakewood Lighting Distriet -3k A 2114 (1)
Lakewood Sewer L0141 0141 (1)
Long Beach City Taxes —Dong 1.0933
Tax Rate $5.7688 $6.0326

Lakewood Perk, Nee. & Parkway District _ 25000 (3) 5000 (32)

§6.2688 $6.5326
If we join the Metropolitan Water District
you would edd the following:
Metroplitan Water Operating Cost .2500 (2) .2500 (2)
Centrel Water Basin Back Taxos 2200 (2} ——Dona

§6.7388 $6.7826

(1) Retained unless the srtire district ls annexed to Long Beach,

(2) Estipated rotes 1 Central Water Basin District joins Metropolltan
VWatar Ddptrict.

(3) Estimsted tax rete Tor entire lakewood for 1953-54. W11l remain.

Then consider that Lons Hesch assesses et least 107 higher than County,for
City Taxss.

For example: Troct 14128, Los Alios, which ls in the City of Long Beach,
the County Assessor's aversge sssessment on Resl and Personal Property was
82 246,00, the Long Peach average assessment was §2,701.00

If thess properties were in Lskewood based on the tex rate, the taxes would

be ae followst
Lakewood §151.35 Long Beach  §157.32
Savings in Lakewood £5,97



(2) Insurance, The rates in Lakewoed are slightly higher bacause of the
past rating. This is being equalized as fast as possible. We have
had 3 reductions of insuronce rates in the past & years.

Presant rates ara:l

Lakewood = 55,00 per §1,000 for 3 yra. on & shingle roof, less for
composition rocf or &15.00 for 59,000 inesurance for 3 yrs.

Long Beach = 33,75 per 81,000 for 3 yra on & ghingle roof, less for
composition roof or $33.75 for $9,000 insurance for 3
yTa.

A total savings of 53.41 per year. This would not be chenged by
apnexation. The Beard of Fire Underwriters are studying adjustment
of our retes now.

(3) Gas Rates. Based on consumptlen of £,000 cuble ft. of gas per month
as an AVErage.

Lakewosod - 6,000 eu, ft. ™ 54,61 equals £55.32
Long Beach - 6,000 cu. £t. @ 54.29 equals $52.48
& difference of *Z.BL per year.

However, you get fres customer sarvice through Scuthern California
Gas Company.

(4) Water Rates. Cheaper by 25% approximately.

Lakewood - 1600 eu. ft. @ 52,95 per month  $35.40 per year
Long Beach ~ 1600 cu, ft.  §3.56 per mo. $.7.52 per year
3 savings of 512.12 per year by staying Lakewood

By annexation to Long Beach it will mean that Long Beach will have to spread
thelr share of Metropolitan Water over a greater arsa. They will not receive
any more vater than they are now entitled to. This is because of the member-
ship fees paid. On our tax bills would appear & specinl assessment for the
Metropolitan Water District of 3,28 per 8100 or 35.60 per year average and

we would pey an average of $12.00 more per year for water.

If we do not annex and as members of the Central Basin Water District, when
it becomes o member of the Metropoliten Water District we would be entitled
to our share of the Metropeliten Water Distriet supply based on the member-
ship fees we pay. All told this menbership, beck taxes for membership, nga:r-
ating cost to us, peying off 1932 dollars with 1953 dollars, st .25 per 5100
assessed valustion or 55.00 for opersting cost plus &.22 per $100 assessed
valuation for back texss or 54.40 per year equels 59.40 mare we will pay than
what we psy now. However, we ere paying Z12.12 lesafor our vater so we still
save 52.72 per year with our present pet-up. These ssssaaments will appear
on the County tax bill whether we are annexed or Btay Lakewood.



(5} Electricity. Southern Californie Edison Company has informed us that
the average consumption for a siugle family dwelling is about 85 kilo-
watt hours per month and that Long Beach is in their D& Scheduls,
while Lakewood is in their D3 schedule, This results in the follww-

ing:
Long Deach
E Unit Price ampgunt
First 14 & .85
Next 36 .035 1.26
Next_25 .02 —l
85 Total S2. 81
Lakevood
First 16 & .90
Hext 34 043 1.46
Next_35 029 da02
g5 Total §3.38

Thus the difference is about 57 cents per month or about £7.00 per
year, as compared with the $10.00 as shown above. Is annexation %o
Long Beach the only method to get equal ratea? The answer is po.
Here again the Public Utilities Commission has control over the rates
of the Edison Company. The Edisen Company is now in the course of &
complete rate survey and they assure us they will give Lakewocd their
earnast consideration.

Tt is our balief that the new pattern for utility retes has bean set,
within the last year, by the General Telephione Company, the Southern
California Gas Company, the Pacific Gas ard Flectric C and

others who now give the same rate for the demsely popula areas
adjacent to tne cities os the rates in effect within the City. ask

yourself this quastion, "Does it cost the Edison Coppany more to serve
us now than it would if wve annexed?" The obvious enswer is NO. We
therafere feel confident that both the Edison Company and the Public
Utilitias Coemigsion will take this into mcoount when their rate in-
erease application is filsd later this year.

SlMEARY OF UTILITIES
savings Lekewood ag we are Long Heach
Vater £12.12 per year
Insurance Fo changs
Gas £2.84
Elsctricity Fosaible g.%
SFRE o

It is ep ctated no savings on electiric rates are expected by annexation.
The cost of supplying the eleotrieity will not change. Savings as wve are
equals 52,44 per year.



{6) Public Services.
(a) Fire Protection.

V' hawve here now one of the finest fire departments in the country. It ia
aecond in size orly to (hicage. We have B9 fire companies and 3 ladder
compenies - 105 pieces of equipment. On every call of fire to the Lsekeweood
station, 3 fire companies answer the call, If it is a 2-alarm fire, & other
fire companies roll on the fire. We have one of the mogt afficient fire de-

partments in the country, There has never been a serious fire in the his-
tory of Lakewcod.

(t) Police Protection.

Pregent = 5 = 2 man Patrol cars on Swing Shift
3 = 2 man Patrol cars on Oraveysrd Shift
L = 1 pan Patrol on Day Shift plus 1 Fotoreyele Patrol.
Extra patrolmen from 2 to 5 p.m.

We now have patrol cars operating ‘n Lakewcod on & 24=hour basis with eddi-
tional patrol cara only 4 miles away. Ve also have the State Highway Fatrol
covering the erea for traffic control and accident investigation. We do not
have a crims here in Lakewood, no bookies, ne slum aress, no orime hangouts.
These things contribute to crime. We don't hHave these factors hers.

{e) Parks and Hecreatiomn.

We have just voted in & self-governing parks and rocreationm and perkwey
distriet, This is for the purpose of beautification of our commmity and
acquisition snd development of neighborhood parks. This will mt change
by annexation., We have e well planned community in reflerence to parks. We
now have 3 parks developed. We have additional park gites for development.
Ve have s £150,000.00 swimming poel being built in Lekewood. The future of
Lakewood locks very good from the Perks and Recreation standpolint.

(d) Pepressntation:

1§ Lakewood wers ennexed we would lose our identity as Virginia City did.
It is nov Jmown as Nerth Long Bemch. There would not be 2 or 3 council-
menie districte of exclusively Lakevood representation. Frior to the 1950
Charter Amendment, (jokingly called the Lakewood Arendment) Lakewood would
have had its own ccuneil distriets if amnexed. The present charter as
arended provides that there shall not be more than nine {9) councilmanie
digtricts und i an ares of leas than 10,000 is annexed, the present city
souneil would alter the boundaries of one or more of ndjacent councilmanie
districts extending them into the annexed area. If 10,000 or more annexed
to the City of Long Beach, the present city council would re-distriet both
Long Beach and Lakewoed, without belng raquired to give Lakewvood its owm
souncilmanic district., Toe present § districts would be re~districted and
Lakewood would be divided among several districts. We would bave & wvolge
in the wilderness in sach distriet that we became a part of. Ve would be
a minority, not equal to or majority in mmy district because of ths popu=
1ation re-apporticnment by the present city couneil. It took North Long
Heach some O vears %o get ropresentation. You as an Individual would not
acquire eny more politicsl prestige. Only these in power would recelve this
prestige by our added population to thelr present political sphere.



(7) Drainage Ditchea. The drainage ditches mare n part of the Los Angeles
County Flood Comtrol system. They are directly under this depariments
gontrol, Annexatisn would not change this,

BUMMARY s otz gsdssnes

Lon g Deach 13 a beautiful city but not for young progressive people with
families to rear. Los Angeles is the richest county in the world. We bene-
fit by this now. We have good representation and they are sasy to talk to.
They have dore & good job for Lekewood. We have a beautiful commmity, well
planned for reering our families. We do not have a botched-up zoning in
Lakewood. Businesses are in their proper places, parks are in thelr proper
places, schools are locasted within walking distance of elmost every home.

There is a future here in Lakewood for our children., They will have the proper

environment to grow up in. Ve have the unigue opportunity of controlling the
environment in which our children will live. 5y staying an independent Lake-

wood we can malntain better lecal control over our future. Lets keep Lakewood
for Lakewood. Lets build community spirit. Lets lock to the future with hope

end & proper recognition of our potentisl ns united Lakewood.

Prepared for Lakewood Citizens who
ars for"Lakewood First, Foremost
and Always", By ths Lakewood
Civie Spanksrs' Bureau.
For more informationg
Call =—== 56L-49

WE NEED MORE SPEAKERS., ARE YOU IFTERESTED Il LAKEWOOD--FIRST-FOREMOST-ALWAYS.

FLEASE CALL THE ABOVE NMIMEER IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN WORKING FOR LAKEWOOD,



