CITY OF THE FUTURE

Like a precocious child, the brond new cilty of Lokewood

has storiled its elders by irying something new in the feld of government

— and moking It work.

From bharren fields to suburb te sy in litile more than
four vears is the short short story of Los Angeles County's
newest and most unorthodex municipality — vouthful, vig-

Lakewismd

orols. confiden

Lacated between Long Beach and Downey, the new city
wad alteady hall prown 'nlllrl'. it eniered the 'n-'lrlul‘E Iﬂhl‘ 'I||'-I'i|'.
larger in populution than San Bernordino or Sante Boarbara,
In fact, with ite nearly 70,000 inhnabitams, it was the larpest
incorporation in Californis history, Without industiries, rail

roads or tourst attractions bt & not o city in the traditional

HOVIMBELE | 1754

TRt sl it's more like a greil r..ﬂplll'-nr|'.|'-ll|! afl 15, lames
whase voung owners {average aduli male age i 32} decided

1 take their local political desiiny into thelr own lhands

The ciivy of Lokewood is aclually a part of the grealer
community of Lakewood, part of which joined the ey ol
Long Beach fn 1953 and another section of shich is still un
incorporated, All this land, layving to the north and east of
Signal Hill, enee belonged to the 17,000.acre Hancho Los
Cerritos which wias pranted by the King of Spain to Dan
Wanvel Nieto in 1794, A contury later, the Bixbhy family sc
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Lakewood's Example in

Local Government

May Set the Course For Future Cities

qinred & major pertion of the Kancho and Tormed the Rixby

Investoment Company, which dominatesd the real estule field

in the Long Beach area for hall & century,

As early as 19, however, the Hixbhys sold n good pan
of the Lakswood area o the Montane Land Company, which
held mw ||fr-||ir| af the lond until the recent houning bhoom.
In 1923 the Lakewood Cobntry Club was buil, beginning
the renl rstote development in ihe area, and two vears later
the first classes were held at the Lakewood campus of Long

Beach 3y College

Biggest Boom Started in 1950

The wir and construetion of the hig Douglas Aircrafl
plant st Lakewond Boulevard and Carson Sireet brought the
first big housing boom to the ares. But the war boom was
eclipsed by the expnonsive developments which took ploce
beginning in 1950, Subdividers bad & field doy, ploning out
thetr community with peometric precimion, clearing away
the dull brewn Telds and hringing o life & great, glittering

petare al modern Armericnnm 'ln!"lllilll_.'|'| avernight.

The intense papulastion intrease soon brought the demand
for better public services. and the ultimaie question of in
COFPOTEEMEE 0 unmexetion (o the |'""'Il'1"“r“"?-' ety of l,nn;
Beach, Soon petitions for annesation were leing eireuluied
frim hoase to houdse, up and down the hundreds of streets of
The majority of the 22 MK
reidenls living sauth of Wardlow Road, o well as thase liv-
irig i the olider settlement of [akewood Village, liked the lilea
prd voied 1o annex. Thit annesation was stubbornly foght by
those fiving morth of Carsop an the basis that ey wonld

ihe vasi Lakewood commumiby

linve more direct coptrol over local government and  1ax
muney if they incerporated themselves, Through this strogzle
lust vear this spicited group of citizens developed a common
cusigr, and 8 community entity began 1o take form,

FASE TWE

Lakewood's smergeiic fise-mian ealy wwaeaell, el
by Muyor Angelo lncaboni (center), is atract
ing widespresd sitention by cmploying the new
einy’s movel “comiract™ form of governeent. In.
siead of spending hoge sima b =t ug munkei-
pal depariments, the city merely ousitreets with
the Connty of Los .Jin_ll.'ﬂn ia vide mwtsl ol
tlse puldie services. (hher Calllornis communi-
ties, which have been reluclant (o fncorposaie
because of the ewpense, have been beariened
by Lakewoml's finsncial sncores,

Ubppuents o Ineerpormtion threw back iheir challenge
with the old question: How can o new city boy land, con-
stroet buildings and equipment, suppart an emplovee foree
and provide adequnle municipal services withoui levving a
probilitive tax? Sorely, annexation to e alrendy esiahliahed
gty like Long Reach wounld be far easier o the taxpayers’
||1|c1:r1|'||||:|kh they anddd,

Contenet Method Devised

The ity hoosters enme up with an answer thal has since
catight the Tascinated aitention of civie leaders all wp and
down the State of California, and, indeed, peross the natien,
Thelr plan was simplicity iteelf, The new eity would have ne
large payroll. no capital outlay. Instead it would contract
with the Coumty of Los Angeles 1o provide most of the
municipal services such as road maintenance, police, health
services, huilding imspeciion, In addition, the city would
gel its fire ||n||1r-r|il1|':. sewEr Wsinlenanee, flond conirol df!l'l
certnin olther services fram the Coonty on o 1ax isscasment
district hasis. Mo -_—i:y ||||rr;|.|rrn|.'3.', no I.:.:H'r sldings, no
o plan that leaves the cty
government [ree to do only what it was crested for—in

“r-._-l-i- nr OlTE, WG ||rr|ﬂi111|| I-Ilullli'-

(RLY o i i ]

Afver residents voled for incorporation and the misnicijal
governmenl was sel Inle operation. thtt 1l|llr'-. nivw o
widely ap “ithe lakrwood I'llﬂ.l- worked like a cliarm Tll""
Coniniy was highly Fl]!‘nhﬂl with the arrangement, as were
the residents. The revense picture was the mast hiearienimg
of all, By incorporating, the city became eligible o receive
directly its shame of state xes op gasoline, automabile B
renees i 'Iir|||.u-r lienses, which amoamd to oo this
SHINLANMY peor vear, Thas, plus Jecal taxes i this propeefiy 8%
rate is only 29 cemts per $100), will give the ety ahoul
§724,000 a year income, and the budget is anly shghtly more
thars SH00 (N,

i Condinmed om page Fowr, |
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in keeping up w
ing lerrifary.

rhecks

As Tar as telephone serviee s eoncerned. the pew ity s
exchanges, ihe Long Desch and
Downey Exchanges of our rompany, and the Lo

Exchange af the Peeiflle company. Futare expansion s ex-
peeied o take plaee o the esst ol the presnt fommomity.

livkled among threes

S0, with anly =ix |'m|||r.p:|-'ﬂ:q and in less than riEht
months, the new city has brought home rule to its inhabitants,
improved municipal services, and hoasts an unappropristed
reserve surplos of S2NL0ED in the bank. As time goes on, and
the needs arise, ciy [llannrh. expest 1o coniract with the
County for more and improved servioes, and at the same time,
save the X payers mone inoney I'J:l cl:ani:ﬂl.ti.n[.: nsepsument
districts,

New City Sets an Example

The lakewsnd Flun i a bald answer to a 'I.'E'I.i:n.E.' pr\n]rrr_m
created by the post-war housing boom. Dotens of new sishor.
ban communities have yvearned Tor local sell povernment,
yei were checked by the threat of high costs, Annexation
to un older, established city seemed to be the best com-
promise for many of these communities, despite the fam
that in many cases the soat of their oew government was
ws (v réemoved as had been the County, In the past 15
yenr, 2,500,000 people have moved into Los Angeles County,
bt until this year not o single new city was incorporated,
Mow Lakewood has come along to blaze & new trall

While many unincorporated comemunities are watching
and “Ill'l'l'i:n;!_ the lakewond eXpeTimen, -|;|-'IJ|.rr|I heariemed h'!.'
the new !'“il'!-'-i SUCCERN, Ofe Hrli.l:p. ﬂnwm'}. A preal, mein;
reabdentinl area just to the nenl, s having an imeorpHTation
eloction on December 7. Hosemead, in the San Gabriel Valley,
hos also filed its petitions with the County and should have
an election soon. Severnl other communities thraughout Cali:
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In the pust, our E“I:I
I

ple have worked closely with subdividers
thir serviee requiremenis of the sxpand-
Mow, sv @ sign of the iimes, we deal very ollen
with ity ofTicials, ©. K. Babilwin, left, menager o

[urerrny,

over some wew figares with Lakewood City Aalmin-
lELFabier

Amelersen,

LOMNG BEACH EXCH.

fornin are in varioos Elnyes of !1-|u.1'|r.|'mH to lecomo cities,
-l-!l]rnq]nl!rd: |:|:|.' Ihg :n‘u!uiinm aTy Luh.r'wr.luﬂ P‘|u:r|.

Thres Exchanges Serve Lakewood

"rp;urr“:np: Ir|i.-||!1-;|nr ltn'il:l:. L l:il!r al I.uhr:h'tlbd is
divided among three exchanges: the Long Beach and Downey
exchanges of our company and the Campton exchange of
the Pacifie company, The challenge of providing adeguate
telephoane service, of course, has been common fo the sntire
Lakewaomid mlllnﬂl.l'l:i‘l.!r.. most of which is served sut of oor
Lakowood central office of the Long Deach exchange. The
spoctaculir growth of the area sinee the war created greai
problems for us, as is to be expecied in any abnormal
situation. Bui our efforts to eatch up and keep up with the
populsfion growth apd demund for services met with ne
markable suecess, largely becsuse of good planning and

enardination with subdividers,

The growih of the Lakewood community is reflected in
the comparison of siation counis over the past decads in
the Lakewsod ocentral office aren, Un September 30, 1944
there were 1225 primary stations, Cn Stllll:rnhrr 30 of this
yoar there were 18593, By 1974 we expoct to have over
27 (K] |lﬁl!||l:|"!-' atwtlone IJFIET.II;IIF in the same area. Local
lemders expieit ihat utiire grovwth will |pmd 1o the east, Jenst
the San Gabriel River, adding new thousands of homes 1o the
sprawling amorphism known as Lakewood.

And while this cxpanslon b going on, it an lkewiss be
expected that the new eity of Lakewood, off to such an
auspicious start on it municipal career, will grow propor-

tenately, playing an ever preater role in the future of
southeastern Los Angeles County,
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